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CHINESE NEW YEAR AND TET CELEBRATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.05 pm]: It is my 
pleasure to inform the house that the Chinese or Lunar New Year of the Fire Monkey began on Monday, 
8 February 2016. The Lunar New Year is the most important festival for not only Chinese and Vietnamese 
people but also many people from Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore and across Asia; indeed, it is celebrated 
around the world. Its popularity here in Perth is beyond question. Last weekend, more than 100 000 people 
attended either the Vietnamese Tet Festival at the Wanneroo Showgrounds or the Perth Chinese New Year Fair 
in Northbridge. These attendance numbers show the strong community interest in enjoyable multicultural events 
such as these, especially considering that last weekend Perth was particularly busy with other events, such as the 
Fringe World Festival, music concerts, the Perth International Arts Festival 2016 and a Wildcats home game. 

In acknowledgement of the Chinese New Year and the contribution of the Chinese community to this state, 
I organised for Parliament House to be lit in red from 8 to 15 February. The red-lit building made for 
a spectacular sight as people drove up St Georges Terrace. I hope members of this house took the opportunity to 
view it. I am very pleased that Western Australia’s many multicultural events regularly go beyond traditional 
celebrations with family and friends with festivities being shared with the wider Western Australian public. 

On Friday, 5 February, Premier Colin Barnett attended the Chinese New Year Ball, which was hosted by the 
Western Australian Chinese Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the Chung Wah Association. It was 
a huge success. I was very pleased to attend the annual Perth Chinese New Year Fair in Northbridge on Sunday, 
14 February, which was organised by the Chung Wah Association. Now in its fifth year, the event is deservedly 
one of Perth’s most exciting cultural festivals. I congratulate the new president of the Chung Wah Association, 
Mr Ding Shao Ping, and his fellow workers for putting on such a top quality event. It included lion and dragon 
dances, food stalls, cultural demonstrations and a spectacular cultural concert at the Northbridge Piazza. 

I also had the pleasure to attend Tet, the popular Vietnamese New Year celebration, which was organised by 
Dr Anh Nguyen, president of the Vietnamese Community in Australia Western Australian chapter, and his team. 
The Tet festival was held on Friday, 12 February and Saturday, 13 February and was a spectacular success. Both 
events received $20 000 in sponsorship from the state government through the Office of Multicultural Interests. 
I  hope members of this house were able to attend one of these enjoyable events and I also hope that the Year of 
the Fire Monkey brings them all health and prosperity. 
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